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3Mass Cultural Council



4Community Initiative: 
Power of the Local



5Community Initiative Programs

Cultural Districts

To allow communities to create state-sponsored cultural 

districts to stimulate new arts and cultural activity and attract 

creative businesses.

Local Cultural Council Program

To offer grants to projects benefiting their community.

Deadline: November 16 

Festivals

To provide funding to help festival programmers meet the 

needs of producing, promoting, and developing audiences.



6



7



8What LCCs Do

Award grants and create programs to address local cultural 
needs

Conduct community engagement and assess local cultural 
needs

Serve as resource and connector for the local cultural 
community

Advocate for arts and culture at local, regional, and state 
levels



9Mass Cultural Council LCC 
Funding FY20

FY20 Funding for Bristol and 

Plymouth Counties = $685,700



10LCC FY21 Grant Cycle*

August-October

• LCCs publicize the grant program 
locally

• LCCs post Council Priorities on 

their Council Profiles by October 1 

• Application opens October 1. 

Applicants apply through 

SmartSimple

November

• Applications due Monday, 

November 16

December - February

• LCCs hold voting meetings

• LCCs send denial notifications

• Applicants have 15 days from 

date of denial notification to 

request reconsideration

February

• Award letters sent out

*Contingent on state budget being 

in place by mid-November. 



11Program Eligibility

Applicants may apply for grants for programs that take place 

during an 18-month window of eligibility from July 1 through 

December 31 of the following year.

Applicants may apply for projects that have already happened, 

with the knowledge that funding is not guaranteed.

Local councils are authorized to establish a smaller window of 

eligibility; if they do so, they must publish the eligible dates in their 
Council Priorities by October 1.



12Grant Restriction: Refreshments

Grant funds received from a local council may not be used to 
purchase food or beverages.



13Grant Restriction: Scholarships

Individual students are not eligible to apply for scholarships.

An organization may apply to an LCC to sponsor a scholarship 
provided the Local Council feels the scholarship program provides 
sufficient public benefit.

Scholarship program should also meet all other state and local 
criteria.



14Council Profiles and Council 
Priorities

Find each Local Cultural Councils contact information, funding 

priorities, and requirements beyond the state guidelines at: 

http://mass-culture.org/

Check updated Council Priorities

Visit each council’s page before applying to be sure your 
application is eligible!

Access Application. SmartSimple opens October 1



15Overview of LCC Application

To start an application you must fill out the Eligibility quiz

New applicants must take the quiz in order to receive a log-in.

If you are already in the system you can just login with your prior 
email and password.

The application will autosave.

Email reminders will be sent to applications in draft form 2 weeks 
and 1 week prior to deadline.

3 separate PDFs can be uploaded as Supplemental Materials. 
Each PDF can be no more than 3 pages.
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17Search and select the council to 
which you intend to apply
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You will be brought to the LCC’s Council Profile. You should 

click on the Council Priorities tab before applying to see if the 

council has any additional application requirements, or criteria 
that may bear weight in grant decisions. 



19After clicking on the Apply Now tab, click on the link to the 

online application system. The online application form will be 

available starting September 1. 



20The link will direct applicants to the registration page. Create a new 

registration by clicking on Register Here. 

If you already have an account from last year, use the same information. 

Click “Forgot Password?” if you don’t remember it. 
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You will need to register to verify that you are an eligible applicant 

and that your projects are eligible. 

You need to do this only once, and you will use this same registration 

for each application you create. 

If you created an application last year, you will not need to repeat 

this step this year.



22Tip: Hover over the question marks for more information. 



23If you are a new applicant, you will be brought to a blank form 

where you will need to fill in basic information to create an 

account. Once the information is complete, press Submit, and 

you will be automatically sent an email with login instructions. 
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After receiving your password, you should return to the landing page. 

After you first log in, you will be prompted to change your password. If 

you already have an account from last year, use the same 

information. 

Click “Forgot Password?” if you don’t remember it. 

Be sure to 

disable your 

browser’s 

pop-up 

blocker! You 

may not 

submit 

successfully 

without this 

step!



25After logging in, you will be taken to the system’s home page. 

To begin an application, click on Apply Now. 
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On the first page, you will be asked 
to provide you contact information.

The help desk email and phone number is on each page for technical 
questions



27In the Project Information tab, you will provide information about the 

project for which you are requesting funding. Please note that you 

need to submit a separate application to each council even if it is for 

the same project. 



28Two ways to select the LCC to 
which you will apply:

Click 

“Lookup” 

button



29Two ways to select the LCC to 
which you will apply:

Begin typing…



30In the Project Overview tab, you will need to answer narrative 

questions about your proposed project. You may want to type 

narrative responses in Microsoft Word or Notepad first, and then copy 

and paste the text into the online form. 



31In the Budget Overview tab, applicants must select the Project Budget 

button to complete the estimated budget for their project. 

Press “Save” to view “Project Budget” button. 
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A window will appear where you must enter your projected expenses. 

The budget will need to have at least one expense listed in order to 

be accepted. Please note that  Additional Income must be included 

in the sum of your Total Income for the project budget to be accurate. 

Click to open budget detail page. 
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The budget must balance for the application to be submitted.



34While still in the Budget Overview tab, look over the budget details to 

confirm that the information is correct. You will also need to answer 

the narrative responses below the budget. At the bottom of the page 

is a glossary of terms that may help you complete your application. 



35In the Supplemental Materials tab, you may attach up to 3 

pages of PDF documents. You may attach multiple documents. 

Before doing so, check the Council Priorities of the council to 

which you’re applying for instructions on any required 
supplemental materials. 



36A window will appear where you can browse your computer’s files. 

Click on Browse to select the materials you would like to upload, and 

then on Upload to attach the document(s) to the application. 
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If your material includes photos or is longer than three pages, 

you may include links to websites, Google Drive, or Dropbox 

folders if necessary. 
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Enter initials to serve as e-signature. To submit an application, select 

the Final Submission box and hit Submit below. If you left any required 

fields incomplete, the form will prompt you to go back to fill in the 

specified question. 



39Submission confirmation:

1. Look for the blue “Congratulations!”

2. Save a copy of your application for future reference. 



40Grant Writing Tips

• Start early

• Do your research (Council Priorities)

• Don’t just copy and paste an existing proposal

• Reach out to Local Cultural Council Members

• Reach out to potential partners (Collaborators, Venue Hosts)

• Create a realistic budget

• Highlight relevance and social impact of proposed project

• Focus on goal/intention of project; connect it to your mission



41Direct Grant LCCs

There are currently 51 Councils who are taking part in the Direct 
Grant Program. This program allows for grantees to receive their 
grants upfront without having to submit for reimbursement. There 
are separate guidelines for this program.



42Mass Cultural Council Helpdesk

Email: mcc_help_desk@art.state.ma.us

Call: 617-858-2733

Visit: www.mass-culture.org


